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 Biodiversity and Ecosystem Service Sustainability (BESS) 
Launch Event
22nd June 2012
Royal Over-seas League, Park Place, St James’s Street, London, SW1A 1LR
Professor Andrew Watkinson, Director of LWEC, will open the Launch Event, for the NERC/BBSRC/LWEC programme on Biodiversity of Ecosystem Service Sustainability (BESS), on the 22nd June at the Royal Over-seas League, London 

BESS is a five-year research programme that will deliver the ecosystem science needed for decision making for the sustainable  management of landscapes and seascapes. BESS will do this through a partnership between researchers,  stakeholders, managers and policy makers, working together from the start to inform 3 main issues:
 
 ●  What are the relationships between biodiversity stocks and flows of ecosystem services?
 ●  What are the important future drivers and how will these affect stocks and flows?
 ●  What  tools and metrics can be developed to measure trends in stocks and flows?

Details of the science and implementation plans of BESS can be found on the BESS and NERC websites (http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/bess/resources.asp).

To answer these questions, BESS will interact directly with all relevant stakeholders and the launch event is an opportunity to begin that process in earnest. 

The meeting will open at 10:00 and the day will close at 15:00. A more detailed programme will be sent to you nearer the date, but the day will include: 

●  An introduction to the BESS programme 
●  Presentations from key stakeholders and practitioners involved in biodiversity and landscape management (agencies, NGOs, business community)
●  Outlines of each of the 4 consortia awards on the BESS landscapes: lowland farmland, upland rivers, urban systems, coastal wetlands (http://www.nerc-bess.net/). 
●  Engagement with all of you to articulate the planned KE, impacts and likely collaborative opportunities with interested stakeholders and beneficiaries. 

Registration 
Please register by 13th June by email to fiona.lawson@york.ac.uk, by simply providing your title, name, institution or association, and any special dietary requirements. There will be no charge for the day. Travel expenses cannot be covered. 
We are looking forward to seeing you, the success of BESS depends very much on partnerships between researchers and the stakeholder community.


Dave Raffaelli,  BESS Director, York.
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